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ÅMarine artisanal fishing is a major contributor 
to GDP in West Africa
ÅMainly rely on traditional knowledge to 
ÅNavigate

ÅLocate fish

ÅDetect the weather at sea

ÅNo communication equipment at sea

Introduction



Introduction

ÅInability to access accurate and 
timely information on ocean 
condition prior to their fishing 
expeditions.
ÅWeather highly variable in recent 

days (climate change)

ÅNeed scientific and reliable source of 
information (timely)

ÅThe need for early warning



Provision of Ocean State Early-Warning Information to Artisanal Fishers

ÅOcean state early-warning services introduced under MESA 
programme in 2014 
Å14 coastal West African countries

ÅService consolidated into GMES phase-1
Å12 coastal West African countries

ÅMigrated to GMES phase-2
Å18 coastal countries in West and North Africa

ÅEarly-warning alerts generated from data obtained from the 
Copernicus Marine Environment Monitoring Service (CMEMS)

GMES & Africa Ocean Weather Service



Objectives
ÅSupport the safety of fishermen and other marine operators at sea by providing 

accurate and timely information on ocean conditions.

Regional priorities
ÅMaritime Security and Safety at Sea
ÅArticle 4, section b and Article 29 of the LOMÉ CHARTER (AFRICAN CHARTER on Maritime 

Security and Safety and Development in Africa
ÅUN SDGs
ÅAfrican Integrated Maritime Strategy (AIMS)
ÅECOWAS Integrated Maritime Strategy (EIMS)
ÅThe Abidjan Convention
ÅSendai Framework
ÅUNCLOS
ÅInternational convention for the safety of life at sea (SOLAS)

Purpose of the Service



12 Countries from West Africa

ÅBenin
ÅCape Verde
Å/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ
ÅGambia
ÅGhana 
ÅGuinea

ÅGuinea Bissau
ÅLiberia
ÅNigeria
ÅSenegal
ÅSierra Leone
ÅTogo

6 Countries from North Africa 

ÅAlgeria
ÅEgypt
ÅLibya

ÅMorocco
ÅTunisia
ÅMauritania

Regional Coverage

Marine & Coastal Areas Management in North and West Africa (MarCNoWA) Consortium



ÅDownload the GMES-UG mobile app 
from Play Store on android phone 
Åor UG-GMES on IOS.

Accessing the Early-Warning Alerts

Go to Play Store and 
type GMES-UG in the 
search section.

Install 
the app


